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Some feafonable and modeft ‘Vhoughts, part- 
~ ly occaftoned by, and partly concerning 
the Scots Eaft-India Company. 
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| HIS Paper would not come addreffed to you, if I knew 
-° « any in your Aoufe, to whom for all intellectual and 
moral Oualities it might more juftly be infcribed and 
| * ‘dedicated: Your admirable Knowledg, fteady Ver- 
tue, unftained Honour, and unwearied Application, which do' 
fo well qualify you at all times, and efpecially at this crétscal 
Jun@ture, to be an ufeful Member of the Great Senate, and 
which dof fingularly adapt you to co-operate with fuch others | 
there, as are guided by Love totheir Couutry, andthe old Aax- 
ims of Englifo Policy, to fave this Nation from menacing and 
impending Ruin, to recover it to Honour abroad, and preferve 
it in Peace at home, and to retrieve our Traffick, and render it 
fafe and profperous, do make you the worthy Object of all 
~honeft Mens Love and Efteem, and do conciliate all thofe to be 
your Servants as well as your Friends, who do either refpect 
. themfelves or their Pofterity.- Nor could any thing have en- 
titled you to be thus applied unto by an unknown Perfon, fave 
the Opinion which I have of your Wifdom and Fuftice 5 and that 
as youare able to judg of what is here reprefented, that you 
will likewife do it withan Equity becoming the Merit of the 
. Caufe, and not under the Biafs either of antient Piques, or of 
fuppofed prefent Emulations between thefe two Britifh ._King- 
doms. 
-. § IR, 1 thall not now difpute, whether the World might 
not have been happier by its continuance under Confinement, 
- and ftak’d down to Agriculture, and thofe Afechanick Arts that 
are needful’ to the Conveniences of Life, (without purveyine 
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for our Pride and’Senfuality) than itis by launching out into: 


’ that meafure and-degree of Azercantile Commerce. which has. 


excited our Lufts as well as fed-them, and given provocation.to. 
Vice by yielding Fewel toit. But fome Nations having depar- 
ted fromthe antient fimplicity. of Living contented with the 
ProduGions of their own Countries, and‘having by Navigation. 
and Trade, raifed themfelves.to Wealth, Power, and increafe 
of Inhabitants : 5 it thereupon. grew neceflary for other Nations. 
to fallinto tlie like Methods, leit otherwife they fhould have been: 
a Prey, as well asa Derifion, tothem whom Trade had rendred. 
Mighty and Opulent: So that now the Application unto, and: 
the Encouragement and Protedion of Trade, is not.a Matter of 
meer Choice and Difcretion, but of indifpenfible Meee/fity. for 
every Kingdom that is qualified by their, Situation for it, and: 
would not be contemned and infulted, and lie: continually. eX-- 
pofed.to be conquered by any ambitious and encroa ching Neigh-- 
bours, whom Trade hath made Wealthy and Powerful):. For.as 
Trade isa richer and more durable. Afme than any in Mexico.or 
Peru, and whence a Nation may con{tantly derive an Increafe of 
Bullion and Coia, fo in proportion to its plenty. of Money willit 
fourifh at Home, and be:terrible Abroad; and anfwerable to. 
the Meafures. that. any Country or Kingdom, arriveth. at in Fo- 


reign Commerce and: Traffick, will it-:proportionably. grow, not 


only in Naval Strength, but in. Military Force by Land: Of 
which not only the Phenicians and. Carthaginians.of old, and long 
afier them the Venetians, Genouefe, and Portuguefe are famous 
Inftances; but whereof the Dutch are in a fpecial. manner an 
amazing and illuftrious Example, who tho they have narrow. 
and fcanty Ferritories, live under a.bad, Air, dwell upon a 
watery and unheaithy Soil, and have fearce any native Produtti- 
ons of their own, but are forced to fetch their Bread,, their 
Drink, their. Raiment: from elfewhere : aves through the 
meer purfiit of, and application to Trade, they.not only rival 
the greateft Kings and moft potent-Kingdoms in powerful Na- 
vies, and warlike Armies, but they give Laws to feveral mighty 
Monarchs. and States in-ali-the known Parts of the World. 
And forafmuchas Money will always procure Men, they do in 
the Virtue thereof fupply themfelves from time to time: with - 
raft. Numbers of Spuldiers from divers parts of. Europe; and 
~  Withe~: 
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without imploying any, or at leaft very few of their own Peos- 
ple, they do by their Acquilitions in way of Trade, mufter and 
keep up large Armies, bothfor their own Defence in times of. 


Peace as-well asof Waar; which-their living upon a Continent 


furrounded..with. Neighbours who envy.their Profperity, and 


are. jealous of their Power, rendereth necellary ;. and alfo for 
the Offence of thofe that feek to encroach.upon or-infule them. 


So that by.their meer Afoney, which. is the Refult and Product of « 
‘Trade, they.purchafe Men to fhed their Blood, and to lofe their 


Lives in defending them againft, and in the making Conqueits 


for themupon others:- And. the Nature of. War being chan- 
ged from what antiently it was, when Courage and Bravour 


often decided. a. Quarrel between States. and. Kingdoms in 
a. Day, andfeldom miffed putting an End toa War, either 


by ViGory or Accommodation, within the Circle of one 
Campaign; the Succefs of itnow is come to depend upon 
the largeft. Purfe, and not the braveflt Troops; and they who- 
have moft Afoney, tho-not always the valiantefi Aden, will 
have the better in the War, though they may. fometimes - 


have the worft in a Battel: So that no poor Nation can in 
the way that War is now managed, carry an Offenfive War a- 


gainit a Wealthy, tho it may poflibly through fome Advantages » 


peculiar to.it, bein a condition to. maintain.a Defen/rve, as the 
Switzers, who through plenty of brave Men, and by reafon of 


the fituation.of their Countrey, may continue a Defenfive War,.. 
at leaft for.a time, again{ft any Nation that fhall have the bold-— 
-nefs to attack them. But I.do fay, that no neceflitous and in-- 
-digent Nation can make an. Offenfive War. againit a-wealthy 
Kingdom. or. State, unlefs they can make their Enemies Country - 
the Seat of.it, and.by. the Plenty.and Riches thereof both fubfift 
and pay theirown.Army.: Whereas the Dutch, through their - 
being wealthy by reafon. of Trade, have heretofore: lived many 
Years in War without growing weary of it; and tho they have > 
feldom made. great Acquifitions, yet they have as feldom ‘{fn- - 
ftained.. any. confiderable. Lofles, yea, they have been able by. 
their Money, which.is the Product of their Commerce, to-pre-~ 


vail upon others to aflift. them; when the. Subverfion of their 
State-has been moft menaced, and their Country in the greatedt 


leopardy ; tho they have alfo (to..be reftored to the free and. 
| . quiet « 
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ae 
quiet following of their Traffick) purchafed fometimes their own 
Peace at their Friends Expence, and have abandoned thofe 4l- 
lies that came in to fuccour them. PFE i 
NOR need [tell you, Sir, that Trade is like a nice and coy 
Miltrefs, which you muft not only induftrioufly court to get 
poflefied of it, but feduloufly purfue, and as tenderly cherifh 
if you would preferve and fecure it: For the Dangers infepara- 
bly incident to Trade, are of that Variety and Number, that 
unlefs it be encouraged by Immunities from grievous Impofitions, 
few will embark in it, and fewer perfevere to follow it.” For 
who would expofe their whole Fortune and Capital to the Ha- 
zards which unavoidably accompany Navigation and Traffick, if 
all that thereby accrues to them be, to bear the chiefeft Burden 
in the fupporting the Government, and by heavy Taxes upon 
them to eafe thofe from National Impofitions, who either wallow 
“in Plenty and Luxury, through having Eftates in Land, or who 
fubfift comfortably on -Agricuiture and Mechanick Imploys, with- 
out being expofed to the Dangers or running the Hazards which 
attend long Voyages and foreign Commerce? And as the Inftan- 
ces are many and obvious to every one’s Obfervations, that is in 
any degree acquainted with the World, or converfant in Hiftory, 
that as Trade has always forfook and abandoned thofe places 
where it hath come to be too much loaded and burdened, tho 
its Refidence may have antecedently been fixed there, for Ages 
as well as Years: So it is not unworthy of Remark, that Trade 
feldom, if ever, returned to a Place which it had once forfook ; 
nor has it beenfound, that they who by grievous Impofitions have 
at any time drove Trade away, could be able to recover it again 
by any Change of their Conduct, or other Methods which they 
have fallen upon. And confidering the many Advantages that 
arrive to Kingdoms in the Increafe of A¢anufadtures and Rife of 
Rents, both of Lands and: Houfes, through the Profperity and 
Succes of Trade , it isa wonder thatany People, who have but 
Wit to govern themfelves by Intereft, if they will not by the 
Meafures of more refined Wifdom and Fuftice, fhould burden 
and overload Trade, which isthe Source and Fountain of fo ma- 
ny and great Advantages to them: nor fhould there be more 
needful, both to inform and convince the Nobility and Gentry 
of the Benefits arifing by the ProteGion and Encouragement of 


Trade, 
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Trade, than that within the Compafs of littlemore than a Cen- 
tury of Years, in which Trade began to augment, the /alue of 
Lands in England is rifen to a full Afoiety ; and it is as demon-. 
ftrable as any Problem in Euclid, that were our Tunnage and 
Poundage and other Impofitions on Trade, that ftarve and crip- 
ple it, taken off, or at leaft abated, both the Lands of the Gen- 
try would ftill rife bigber in their Value, and the Atanufactures of 
the Kingdom would be more plentifully exported,and thereupon pro- 
portionably increafe and multiply - fo that if Trade were more eafed 
and privileged from Impofitions in times of Peace,tho Lands might 

~ thereby come to be the more loaded 5 yet fuch a Method would 

~ not only be greatly tothe Advantage of the Kingdom, but would 
turn to the Benefit of the Freeholder and Landlord, in that Lands 
and Houfes would thereupon be both Lett and Sold at fuch Rates 
and Values (beyond what they now are) as would be more than 
an Equivalent of fuch a Burden. And would Men allow them- 

-  felves to think calmly of this Matter, the Heritor at the Rebound 

- would find his Intereft as muchin the relieving Trade from Im- 
pofitions and Taxes as the Aferchant would do immediately: But 
then to continue not only Burdens upon Trade in time of War, . 
but to increafe them proportionably to the growth of the Charge 
and Expence that the Kingdom is forced to be at, in the fup- 
porting and defraying it, is fo irreconcilable to all the Rules 
of Wifdom as well as of Juftice, that the doing it is aRe- 
proach upon the Underftandings of a People, as wellasa Re- 
flection upon their Equity: For the Hazards which Traders are 
then expofed- unto more thanother Perfons, and the Lo/fes which 
at fuch atime they mult unavoidably meet with, in whatfoever 
they either Export or Import, will be found to affe& the azer- 
chant?sEftate and Capital fo far,that it ought both in Prudence and 
Juftice to be allowed to pafs inftead of his Quota to all publick 
‘Taxes. But alas! fitch have been the Ways and Ageans of railing 
Money for the carrying on the prefent War, that the Aerchants 
have not only berna great Share in the whole Charge andExpence © 
of it at home through Taxes impofed upon Shipping as well as up- 
on Merchandife, but they have alfo by reafon of the neglects - 
in protecting Navigation, had the Misfortune to defray agreat ) 
part of the Enemies Expence in the War they make upon xs, as » 
you may eafily comprehend, upon confidering the vait aU CFs , 
Ship. 
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Ships with their Cargoes, which they have taken from us fince’ fhe 
‘Commencement. of it; and which (if calculated at the loweft 
Value) muit amount to feveral Millions Sterling. In a word, 
the lefs the Impofitions are upon Trade, the more Money the Mer- 
chant has.to imploy in it, rand to apply to the. Enlargement: of. 
it; and the more vigoroufly it is carried on, the further itis _ 
enlarged, the more our Manufactures will multiply at home; 
and all that we can fabrick will be the better tranfported abroad. 
And as.the Trade of England is capable of great Improvements, 
and of being far extended beyond what it is yet arrived at, and 
this both as to the Productions of drt and Nature at bome, and 
as to the enlarging our Comtnerce in the Commodities of Foreign 
‘Countries; fo nothing has fo much difcouraged, crippled and 
narrowed it, as the draining thofe large Sums and vat Propor- 
tions of Money out of the Aferchant’s Stock and Capital, by his 
paying high impofitions, Cuftoms and Taxes, which without 
thofe Burdens upon Trade would have been all applied unto 
:the Increafe of his Stock, and imployed in the Enlargement of 
Commerce and Traffick. Nor would it derogate from the Pru-- 
dence of our Legiflators, if the received Praétice and the pre- 
-fent Pofture of Affairs will not allowthem to make this Kingdom 
_a free Port, yet at leaft toimitate the Datch, (that know fo well 
‘how to grow ftrong and opulent) who‘tho they have little Land 
to tax towards the defraying the Charges of their Government, 
and who are.alfo by Nature precluded from feveral other ways 
and means. of raifing Money for the Defence of their State, 
which lie open. and are practicable tous; yet even they do 
with fingular Care and ina moft fpecial Manner, cover and ex- 
cufe Trade from all extraordinary and grievous Impofitions, 
and do chufe rather to raife Money for the anfwering the Ne- é 
-ceflities and Exigencies of their'Government, in a hundred other. 
Methods, than to clog Traffick, or to make the Merchant uneafy 
through larg ge and mortifying Impo/stions. 
AND, Sir, you willreadily imagine, that if Trade, inorder 
to the being preferved and enlarged, muft be fo tenderly che= 


-rifhed and fo.carefully indulged where it is already eftablithed, 


and has gained the Efteem and Affections of a People; it muft 
then be more amoroufly Courted and Addreffed unto in all the 
was that are Charming, in order-to give ‘a beginning: unto it, 
and 
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gellary to withdraw the Native Ivifh from their antient rude. 


~ more vilible and morally certain, to obtain their People to ftart e 


~ fervation and View, how. that the Projectors and Authors of 


> and National nfefulne/s, have had all the Profits that were like- 


| # 


fy for-feveral Years to accrue from it. vefted- in them in the 
at x ? 
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what Conceffions, Privileges'and Immunities have been heres: 
tofore granted to the W/alloons and others, to tempt them hi-~ 
ther, and by them to get pofleflion of, and to eftablifh thofe va- 


rious Afanufadures, which have been of fo much Reputation, as 
‘wellasof Advantage tothe’ Kingdom. Yea, while the lugeny, 


Vigour and Indultry of the Natives of England, {pent themielves 
heretofore in other Ways,Exercifes and Applications, than thofe 
of Traffick , what large Favours and Immumities were then grant- 


ed unto, and befLowed upon Foreigners, to procure them to fet- 


tle @ Staple of Commerce here, and to cultivate Trade? For’ 
how rouch foever the Exglifh have within this laft Age addicted 


themfelves to Trade and Navigation yet before the middle of 


Queen Elizabeth's Reign, their Application was not much great- 


er thereunto than that of their Neighbours; and fo unprovided 


was this Kingdom at that Time, both of Ships and Mariners, — 
and that no lefs for Traffick than for War, that the Govern= _ 


ment was forced to hire the one as well as the other, from the 
Hanfe-Towns. ? Vis true, that long before, upon the Burgundi- 


ans having procured of Yobu Duke ot Brabant the Incorporation of . 
a Company of Aferchant Adventurers, Anno 1248. our Politick 


as well as Warlike Prince Edward the 3d, found means to al- 


inre ithither, and to get it tranfplanted into England; where 
being eftablithed by him with many and great Privileges, it was _ 
likewife afterwards confirmed by ‘moft of the Kings of Eng- 
tand that fucceeded him: But befides its being fallen in Queen — 
Elizabeti’s Time under fome decline, had it been in its great :" 
Vigour, it could not have been able to fupport, extend and en- - 


their Skillorof their Induftry; nor can any beignérant, who: - 
are converfant either in our Ajiflory, or in our Statute-Book, 


- 


large Trade to the Meafure and Dégree which the Ballance of — | 


Europe at that time, andthe growth of Navigation and Ti vaffick 


-inother Nations made neceflary to be attempted here; which — 


as it occafioned Commerce to be caft, as it were, intoa new ’ 


Mould, andto put on a different Face from that in which it | 


formerly appeared ; fo it procured thofe Encouragements. unto 


. Trade, and gained it fuch Privileges as might ferve to promote 
its Propagation. and Increafe, to a Proportion that fhould not 


only equal that of other Nations, but exceed it. Nor is itim-. 


probable but that the Profpet which all People then had'of Eng- 
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Gand atid Scotland's being likely foon after to be united under 
one Soveraign, might give great Encouragement to this King- 
-dom'to apply it to Navigation and Commerce more than it had 
“been accultomed to do, and that not only upon the hepes of 
being delivered from thofe Wars forthe future, which had for 

many Ages been too frequent between thele Briti/a Nations, 
and confequently great Obftrudtions to Trade, but “en that - 

- thefe Kingdoms becoming to be fo far incorporated, as to be 

under one Afonarch, England fhould have. thence forward. little. 

-caufe of Apprehention of War with any of its Foreign Neighs 

-bours, and efpecially with France; and that partly by reafon oF 

the Addition of Strength, which this Conjundiion of the two , 

, Nations would give againft any Enemy, and partly becaufe the 

» "Alliance and Friend{bip betw een Scotland.and France (which had of- 

ten rendered the French the bolder to make War againitEngland } 

would by this Union be unavoidably diflolved. Nor isit needful 

 /- that I fhould expatiate in reprefenting, how that when this Nati- 

, © on beganto apply it felf induftrioully and extenfively to Trade, 
call the Methods imaginable of KindnefS unto, and Care over 
Merchants and Navigation, were made ufe of by the Govern- 

" gnent, to encourage them and cultivate it: For as there was 

a Naval Strength always in readinefs, and (upon every Emer- 

gency and needful Occalion) imployed to protect it, fo the Im- 

_. -pofitions upon it were extreamly J4Zoderate, in comparifon of 

what (as appears by ‘the Book of Rates, and the feveral Ads of 

Parliament which charge Navigation and Trade, with fo many 

‘Duties and. Impafts) they are grown Up into fince: For all the 

* Ti Axes then exacted of Merchants, were rather little Recognitions 

Of their Dependence upon the Crown, and fmall acknowledg- 

ments of the Countenance and Defence which*they. received 

from the Government, than any Burdens and. grievous Incum- 

- brances, by which they might be difcouraged, and ‘Rrafffck load- 

ed; fothat the whole Carriage of thofgethen in Authority to- 

wards Commerce, and thofe embarked in it, {pake an indulgent 

‘Care towards itand them, and fuch a tender regard of both, ag 

became the Infancy of Trade, andthe Difficulties which Begin- 
mers were to encounter with: and particularly asto the Society 
that was erected to Trade tothe Eajr-Indies, there was-all the - (ff 
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iL _ fervient to the promoting of it, for upon its firft Incorporation, 
~ Anno 1g99. ithad not only many Immunities granted untoit, 
but was Incorporated into.a Company with a Right and Authority 
| veiled in it, of Trading to the Indies, preclufive:of all their 
Fellow-Subjects that were not of that Corporation. : For tho it - 
& be inconiftent, both with the’ Wifdom and the Juftice of the 
| Government of England, and alfo with the Rights and Liber- 
ties of the People, to erect all Traders into every Place, into 
Companies, exclulive of other Englifh Natives and Freemen, to 
“Tratfick thither, where the Trade may be effectually and advan- 
tageoully carried on by fmgle: Dealers, or by voluntary Affo- 
_ ciations, fecing fuch imcorporated Societies would be fomany A4o- A 
wopolies, which are Nufances ina Countrey where the Ends of. | 
Commerce may be otherwife compaffed and obtained; yet it 
hath always been the Prudence of the Government, to de-_ 
volve Trade unto fuch Places upon an Incorporated Company, 
where it could neither.be protected nor enlarged, fave by a_ 
Society trading and acting on a Foint Stock.. And asthe Intereft — 
of the Kingdom, with re{pect to the Quality of the Place, where > 
a Trade is to be managed, muft give rules for the Afethod, and . 
~- determine the way in which itis to be carried on : fo in that 
__ cafe where it would be to the Lofs and Prejudice of the King- 
dom, to havea Trade laid open to whofoever will be dealing in — 
it, the Publickand National Benefit ought tobe prefer’d to that of | 
particular Perfons.. And as we do know how the Trade of 
£ngland to the Ea/t- Indies, was in a manner wholly loft from 
the Kingdom, during the Ufurpation of the Rump Parliament, and 
of Oliver Crommell, by their putting it out of the Channel in 
which it had been managed by an Incorporated Society, andleaving “ 7 
_. ~~ to every one that pleafed to venture uponit: So the Indulgence 
given of lite Years to Interlopers, has both had fatal Effes upon 
| that Trade, and has not much commended their care of the Na-_ - 
__. tion, who cither allowed or connived at it. For as fingle Tra- <i 
ders will be eafily tempted at fo great a Diftance, tocommit. 
Depredations upon the Natives of thofe Countries, and thereby. 
provoke them .as well to make Reprizals upon us, as to renounce 
all friendly and amicable Commerce with us ; fo no Dealers fave 
in the way of an Incorporated Company trading upon a Foint-Stock, 
can erectand maintain Forts, eftablith FaGories, and raife, and — 
iy ti pee ges | ye pay 
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‘pay that armedForce in the Places they have chofen for their 
Refidence and the Seat of their Traffick, as will either difcou- 
rage thofe Nations that rival usin Trade from fupplamting them, 
or the Natives upon every imagined Offence from mmfulzing 
them. To which I crave Liberty to add, that every Nation or 
-State in Euxope, whichupon Motives of Interest have eftablifhed 
_ a Society that might trade-to the Indies, have at the firft_ E- 
rection of fuch a Corporation, granted vaft Privileges unto it 
. for its Encouragement; of which the Dutch are a famous and 
_ inftructive Example, who tho they had acquired fonie begin- 
nings of a Trade thither by the Induitry of private and par- 
ticular Dealers, yet that wife People being fenfible that it could 
neither be much enlarged, nor long preferved in that. Method = 
“of Trade; they thereupon in the Year 1602, gave Eftablifh- - \f 
ment to a Company that might trade thither, exclu/rve of all 
_ otherof their own Subjedés , and for their Encouragement (not- 
- withftanding all the Nece/fities of the State at, that time) excufed 
them fromall Taxes and Impofstions upon that Trade,for the {pace 
of 21 Years, and only obliged them, in way of an acknowledg- 
ment of their Dependence upon the States General, to pay in 
the whole, within the Compafs of the firft ten Years, the Sum of 
Five and twenty thoufand Florins, which amounted to little more 
than 2000}. Sterling 5 and was rather a Recognition of whom 
they held their right of Trading thither, than a Burden upon 
‘ that Traffick. So that through the Privileges and Immunities 
which were granted unto them then, moft whereof have been © 
ftill continued to them fince, they are become the moft opulent 
- and powerful Trading Society of the World, and the chief Pil- | 
ar of the Dutch State; and thothey be but in the quality of Sub- - J 
je@s at Home, they are great Soveraigns in the Indies, and not 
- only give Laws to many Eajfern Princes, but ingrofs from Euro- 
_ peans what parts of the Indian Traffick they pleafe. And if fuch 
_ Encouragements have been thought needful towards the giving a 
beginning and an increafe to an Eaft-India Trade, when- there 
were none, or at leaft very few of thofe Difficulties and Dangers 
tobe conflited with, from. Rival Nations, that are now una- 
voidably to be encountered; and if fuch Immunities were fit 
to be granted at a Seafon when the Trade was not foreftalled, . ) 
preoccupied, nor previoufly poffeffed to any confiderable De- | 
+ | ts: Pree 
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gree by other Europeans; it iseafy toimagine how indifpenfibly, = 


‘neceflary itis for thofe that would now begin a Tradethither, ~ 

| to give all the Encowragements to it that are under the Power, 

g and within the Circle of a Government and Nation, to grant. 
And experience in our Neighbouring Kingdoms may teach us, 
how weak and inefieciual the Conceflion of the greateft- Prier- 
Jeges is towards the eftablifhing fuch a Trade to the Indies, as 
may anfwer the Pains and Coft in endeavouring it, and bring- 
ing it to'turnto fuch an account, as may bear proportion to 
the Expence, as well asto the Induftry and Hazards of attempt- 
ing it, after fo wealthy and potent Nations as England and 
Holland have gotten antecedent Poffeffion, and will endeavour 

~ to‘ingrofs that Trade to the Exciufion of all others: For not. 

| only allthe large Privileges and Immunities granted by the Kimg 

of Denmark and the Elector of Brandenburgh, for the raifing and — 

promoting of an Eaft-India Trade, have proved infignificant 

in advancing the End and Deliga which they propofed, at leaft, 

not to facha Degfee as may turn ‘to their own Honour, and 

the Profit of their refpe@ive Countries; but even thofe vaft | 

a Encowragements given by the great Monarch of France, to raife 

WN. the Genius and quicken the Induftry of his People to the be+ 

; ginning and carrying onof an Indian Trade, have proved lit-. 

3 tle better. than abortive: So that inftead of blaming the Scots 

for what we efteem extravagant Conceflions, in order to their 

a founding a Trade to the Eaft-Indies, all thofe Indulgences may be. 

a rather look’d upon as means much below, and difproporti- 

_ oned to what they are aiming at: And. they. who will judg of » 
~ things inrypartially, willrather judg them to have been defi 
t ent than exceffive in the Privileges they have granted ; for ast : 
_- fome other befides thofe mentioned in the Ad, could not e- 

{cape falling under their Thoughts and View, fo the grant 
°°. dng them would have been Wife and Juft in it felf, and con- 

i -_ gruous to the Undertaking which they would give Being unto. ’ — 

| -/ However, as the offering and granting Jefs would have left them 

under an- imputation of Folly and Weaknefs, in propofing to 
compafs mighty Ends by feeble Means; fo they will be more 


. fortunate than others have been, if the Succe/s upon thofe En- 
couragements do either anlwer the W/i/hés they have, or the Hopes 
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_ AND, Sir, inftead of its giving’ afly juft Occafion of Sur- 
prize, that the Parliament of Scotland fhould endeavour. at laft 
to excite their People to aShare in Trade, fomewhat propor-- 
tionable to what other, Nations have attained unto, it is rather 
matter of Aftonifhment and Wonder that. their Nobility, Gen-- 
try and Burgefles who conftitute their Senate, being generally 
Men of equal Wit with thofe of the like Qualities in neigh- 
_ bouring Countries, and being. alfo molt of them fo well ac- 
— quainted with the World, as to underftand the Advantages. 
which redoundto Kingdoms by Traffick; and that the Figure 
-- which one Nation maketh above another, proceedeth, cateris 
paribus, from Wealth, whichis the Refult and Preduct of Trade ; 
___ they fhould have fo long omitted the giving thofe Encouragements 
toit, which they. might, arid which other Nations have done. 
_.Fortho the Biafs of their People feems generally to lie another 
Way, as I havealready faid, yet that is meerly the effect of 
Cuftom and not of Nature - and as it would not have beén difficult 
at any time heretofore, to have diverted and turned their Incli- 
nation and Humour, from Souldiery to Commerce; fo itis not to be 
doubted, but that upon their being once brought to apply un-. * 
. toit, they would be found as ingenious and diligent in Tirade, 
as they have had the Character to be skilful and brave in War ;, 
‘nor are they worfe qualified by their Indian and African Traffick 
than their Neighbours are: -but if any will-in that pretend to- 
we an Advantage above another, it indifputably falls to the Lot of 
| _ the Scots, in that they have neither long and dangerous Channels: ' 
_ . topafs, before they arrive at their Ports from an Indian or Afri- 
 canNVoyage 5 nor yet a tedious and perillous Courfe to runabout: 
_ the Northt-of Ireland and Scotland, but that they may imme- 
diatély out of the Ocean enter into fafe and convenient Har- 
_bours. Andthen as for convenient Numbers of Aen fit to be 
_ imployed in Navigation, they are by reafon of the Populacy 
. of their Country, anfwerable to the Dimenfions of it; and that 
. there are proportionably more of them of the inferiour Rank, 
_than are elfewhere, as well furnifhed with Perfous capable to be 
_AMarimers, as any Country whatfoever, and thofe generally,. — | 
who through the Strength of their Conftitution and the Hardinefs jie a 
and Frugality of their Education, are not only as able as any to. | 
undergo-long Voyages, with all the. Incidents of Heat, Cold, 
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and fometimes fcarcity of Provifions for Subfiftence, that doat- — 
tend them; and who, through an Obedience they are bred to 
fromtheir Youth, are not fo liable to mutiny as fome others may 


‘Trade with agreater Vigour, and more extenfively than they 
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be, but who can (equally with, ifnot better than moft) endare 


Foreign Climates, and with lef§ defpondency. of Mind, and _ 
fee blenefS of Body, encounter thofe Difeafes which Strangers — 

are obnoxious unto, upon their firft Arrival in Africa and the 
Eaft-Indies. So that confidering all the natural Advantages which ~ 
the Scots have to encourage their Application to Trade, it would 


ftrangely reflec upon the Wifdom of the Parliament of. that 
Kingdom, and greatly detract from the Love which they ought to 
bear to their Country, and from the Care as well as Zeal which 


they ought to exprefs a Honour and Profperity of it, intheir — 


having fo long neglected to -eftablith, cultivate and promote 
have done, were there not fome Reasons (which tho they’may 
already lie under the View of a Perfon of your Penetration, 
I fhall neverthelef§ for the fake of others reprefent them unto 
you) that may ferve infome meafure to excufe, though poflibly 
they may not wholly ju/tify their Conduct in this matter. Where- 
of take this for the firft; namely, That it is not long fince the 


_ African and Eaft-India Trades grew into that Reputation.in Ex- 


vope of Profitablenefs, or came {0 to flourifh through the Indujftry 


of thefe Northern Nations, as to raife Emulation in their Neigh- 


pours of obtaining a Share in them: For as "tis within lefs than 


thirty or forty Years, that this part of the World grew fo fond 
of many. of the Productions of thofe Places, or that trading” 


Socicties to them being eftablifhed; had outwreftled and con-_ 

quered the Difficulties that attend Beginnings of that kind, or - 
had brought them to anfwer the Dangers and Expence, which _ 
-thofe Companies were forced to be at, in laying the Foundations — 
of their Traffick thither, and in rendring it firft fafe there, and 


then advancing it to be gainful and profitable here: So that itats* 


‘no wonder if Scotland (that isa Kingdom inferiour to England — 
in Power and» Opulency) fhould fufpend and delay Attempts of © 


endeavouring to fettle a Commerce thither, until they fhould fee 


oi what fticcefS would enfue upon the Care and Indultry of thofe - 
ae Englifh Companies, which were erected for the Cultivation and 


Management of thofe two refpeCive Trades. Nor did theCon- 
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| | C17 ) near 
~du& of) Scotland in this matter differ much from the Behaviour 
of-other Kingdoms, and particularly of France, with which 
Scotland pretends not to.compare it felf in largenefS of Terri- 
tories, numbers of People, or greatnefs of Treafure: And the 
adverie Fortune which the Engli/h long wreftled with, with the. 
Difficulties and Loffes which they encountered to the weakning,if 
not almoft ruining of the Undertakers, before they could bring the. 
Trade to India, to be either profitable to themfelves and the King- 
dont, or honourable to the Government, * might well difcourage 
the Scots from being forward in embarking in a Courfe of Traf- 
fick; under the Difcouragements and Arduoufnefs whereof their 
richer and more powerful Neighbours were ready to fuccumb; 
whereas having now feen, that the eftablifhing and carrying on 
of that Trade both with Credit and vaft Profit, is not only pratti- 
¢able, but that by reafon of the Humour that is now grown pre- 
dominant in Europe, of preferring the Productions of thofe Couns 
tries to any of the Fruits of Nature, or the Afanufadures of Art, 
which’ Nations nearer home do afford, the Adoney of thofe 
States and Kingdoms, who are not immediately interefted in 
that Trade, is drawn away from them, and comes into the Pof- 
feflion of thofe, who deal in the Originalimporting of the Com- 
_ Modities of the Eaf-Indies, firft into their ownCountries, and 
then in vending them to other Nations: and the Scots being as 
ready to run into the Fafhion of the World as other Nations a- 
bout them are, tho they cannot {pare fo much Money tobe drawn 
‘out of their Country, as the gratifying their Vanity in Expences 
_ Of that kind will require; have therefore found it neceflary to 
erect an Eaft-India Company, both for fupplying themfelves, 
and Tad eed their Money at home, and alfo to export _ 
‘.and vend abroad to others, and by that means to draw Bullion 
_ and Ca/b into the Kingdom from thofe Countries, where their 
Indian Goods corhe to be difpofed. And they have the more 
reafon to to fall upon all the Asethods, and to ufe all-the Ways 
they can to increafe their Coin,fecing neither Nations nor Per fons 
are now valued, as antiently they were, by their Ingeny, Fortitude 
and moral Worth, but according to their Wealth, and the Pro- 
portion of Siver that they weigh at, in the Scale of Quantity 5 
the Scarcity whereof in Scotland, through want of Trade (which 
is the Source and Fountain of its being any where plentiful) has 
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* given occafion to fome of their opnlent Neighbours (whom 
: Wealth hath made baughty and difdainful) to faften upon them the 
i] Character. of beggarly Scots; and the which, as it appears by 
| their neglect of Trade, they have hitherto born with a Tame- | 
nefs, asif they were not afhamed of the Reproach. And. truly. : 
were the Eflimate of Kingdoms and Perfons made now, as for- : 
merly it was wont to be, and as it really ought, Poverty (where 
_.itis compenfated by true intrinlick Asoral and Intelledtual Worth) 
is not fuch an Ignominy as it is méant, both by. thofe that charge 
it upon others, and as it is commonly takem by them, upon 
whom it is faitned; feeing as there may be found Kingdoms that 
are poor and indigent in Com, which neverthelefs are valorous,, 
noble and generous; and Nations (on the contrary). valtly rich, 
who can never emerge from being Rujtick and Boorifh; fo there 
is nothing more apparent, tho lefs acknowledged, than that fome 
Perfons with a very light Purfe may be genteel, meritorious and ho- 
nourable, while others of twenty and forty thoufand Pound Ca- 
pital, do deferve to be as much reckoned in the Number of the 
Mob, as they who fell Brooms, or cry Small Coal... But then, Sir, 
_ allow me to add in the fecond place, that the Scots were for ma- P 
ny Years, after the Englifhand they came under One Soveraign, 
_ treated with that Equality and Indulgence, with reference to 
the mutual Traffick of the Kingdoms, or at leaft with that Refpect 
and Fairnefs, that the Scots had not that Caufe and Occafion 
adminiftred unto them, of eftablifhing and purfuing Trade upon 
a feparate and diftin&t Bottom of their own, as. they have had. 
for thefe feveral late Years, . and ftill have; in that upon. the 
two Nations firft coming to be the Sybjed#s of one and the fame 
King, befides the Profpect. which the Scots had,. and the Hopes: 
that were given them, that the two Kingdoms fhould be fo ce- 
mented and united, as to become equally interefted and vefted. 
. Inthe fame civil and political Liberties, Rights and: Privileges, 
they had in the mean time immediately granted unto them (by. 
the Conceflion and Adjuftment of the Commijffioners of both Na= 
‘tions, who foon after King Fames the Fit had attained tothe. 
Crown of Emgland,. were called and authorized: to meet and 
fit about the debating and perfecting a compleat Uxion between 
the two Kingdoms) that the Scots fhould be under mo Reftrictions 
. an matter of Trade more than the Englifb were, fave that they. 


were 
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| (19) | i 
were to ftand prohibited from the Exportation of Wool, and 
few other Engli/h Productions. And as this Privilege was not 
envied, or denied them by the Englifh for many Years + So the 
Scots had no sreafon all that while of complaining, that they 

were ‘unkindly or unequally dealt with, or of falling under the 
Temptations of erecting Vrading Societies, with larger Immu- 
nities than were granted in Exgland. Buton the contrary, they 
lay under all the friendly Obligations imaginable of acquiefcing 
in that Share and Proportion of Traffick, that was fo chearfull y 
allowed them. Nor was the Trade of England to the Eaft- 
Indies, and tothe American Plantations, and much lefS to Africk, 
(which have fince proved the Occafion of the Englifh entering 
upon other» Adeafures of Commerce, and of laying thofe Re- 
feraints and Inhibitions upon''the’ Scots in the Matter of T; rade, 
that :were not formerly dreamed of) ‘atrived at that Maturity 
and Perfection, as to be the Aine of Wealth for the enriching 
thofe that were licenfed to purfue it; and by Confequence it 
would create ‘no great Emulations, and much lef Envy or Dif 
cord between the Kingdoms about being interefted in it. And 
as there was not any ‘confiderable ‘Alterations made, from what 
[have mentioned, through’ the Condu@ of the Englifh towards 
the Scots in the Bufinef$ of Trade, during the Reigns of Famest. 
and Charles I. So every one knows that thefe Privileges, during 
the Adminiftration of the Parliament 1641 , and of Oliver Crom- 
welPs Ufurpation, were rather enlarged towards the Scots Na- 
tion, than any ways diminifhed and abridged. So that except 
the Diverfion given to the:Scots from following Trade with Ap- 
Plication, which the War begot, that Scotland was for feveral 
Years engaged in, fometimes for, and fometimes againft Eng-— 
land, they had no Caufe given'them of Offence or Complaint, 

_ by reafon of thofe Preclufions, Reftri@tions and Hardthips which 
have been put upon them in Matter of Trade fince the Reftaura- 
tion 1660. And Iam forry to fay it, conlidering that they had 
both fuffered fo’ much for King Charles, and cooperated with 
General Afonk, to the Degree they did, towards his Reeftablith- ie 
mentupon his Thrones, that they were foomafter not only put  s 
out and debarred from all-the Privileges in Ti raffick, which they 
had formerly enjoyed; but were inail Particulars, that refpect © i 
Trade, putinto the perfec State and Condition of Aliens 5 tho 
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-vour of the Englifh, which are meerly precarious, and: may ‘be 


(20:) 


the doing fo, was directly repugnant to all the Lars and judged: 


Cafes, relative to the Poftnati.. Eor by feveral 4s of the Par- 
liaments of England immediately, or foon after the Reftaura+ 
tion, particularly by that 12 Car. 2. {tiled An Ad for the en- 
couraging and increafing Shipping and Navigation, and by ano- 
ther, 15 Car. 2. called, Aa Ad for the Encouragement of Trade ; 
the Scots are not. only treated -diftinguifhingly worfe than any 
other of the Subjects of the King of Great Britam, but they are 
placed in the fame Circumftances as to Traffick, with French and 
Hollanders ,; which as the Scots think, couldsbe defigned for no- 


other End, than the putting them into a-worfe Condition, than 


that both of a Province, and a: Conquered People, which: Ireland 
is; to which they grant the. Privileges: which they: refufe to: 
Scotland. You will not -thereupon-be: amazed, or think it 
ftrange;. if the Scors-have been endeavouring all-along fince, to 
vindicate themfelves from that: Difhonour, aswell as to relieve. 


-themfelves: from that Zofs and Damage, by fettling their Na- 


tion on a Bafis and Foot of Trade,. that may not leave them ob- 
noxious to be fo eafily contemned’as:they have been;. nor conti~ 
nue them expofed to thofe Dependenees upon the Grace and Fa+ 


withdrawn and denied when they pleafe. © op. olin ns 
Which leads me to the third: Thing: which-I.am.to lay before. 


you, onthe Héad:that I am upon, concerning the Negied which 


the Scots feem guilty of, in theit failing to countenance and ‘ad- 
vance Tradé, namely, that the 4d of the lateS¢/fiom of the Par-: 
liament of Scotland, for the Erecting an Eaf-India and African: 
Company, is not the fir#, fince the Year ré6o, (in which the’ 
Foundation of their being difabled and crippled in Traffick was: 
laid) that they have pafled and’enacted with large: Immunities, . 
for the fettling, encouraging and: promoting Trade in their 
Country. For. befides. the 4% for encouraging a Foreign Trade, 


Genius of the Kingdom, to an Outlandifb Traffick) and which: 
was. only defigned to be preparatory and introductive to this Ja: 
ser ACs, and to pave the way for it, ‘there were divers other Acts, ° 
granting great Liberties and’ Immunities, enaded in the firft-Par>- 
liament.of ‘Charles Ul. . immediately after the many fevere Preclu-~ 


fions~ 


made by the prefent Parliament of Scotland, Anno 1693, (where+._ 
‘in there are divers Conceffiens for the raifing and quickning the. 


(21) | 

_ fionvand Reftridions laid wpon the Scots by the Parliament of Eng- 
land, for debarring them from all fhare in the Trade, which the 
Englifh drive either with Foreigners, or with the American Plan- 
tations, Among which other Acts and Statutes of the Scots Na- 
tion fubfervient hereunto, that AG is ina fpecial manner wor- 
thy of. Remark, which they paft in the Year1661, for Fi/hings, 
and for promoting of the fame in which, as the Privileges and Im- 
munities vouchfafed by it, are both many and very confiderable ; 
fo they were all granted and ordained to continue for ever :- 

_ Whereas the Conceffions of the late AG, whichdo make fo much 
noifein World, are confinedto a certain Term of Years, fome 
of them being limited to Tem, and thofe of the longeft Dura- 
tion circumfcribed to-One and Twenty. And the’ Reafons why 
that _A@ produced not better Effects, nor more fignally. an-- 
fwered the End it was defigned-for, are fo obvious, that they 
need not be infifted upon, but only to be hinted at, namely, 
that the faid’- AG was not fo much defigned to. be put in execu- 
tion, as it was projected to try: what could be procured in be-. 
half of Scotland, from the Grace and Favour of our Princes, 
and thereby to gain a Precedent of their Mercy and Juftice, in. 
order to fonething that might be more conducible in-Point-of 
Trade, to the Honour and Intereft of that Kingdom. To. 
which may be added; that it was enacted rather to alarny Enge. 
land, and to reduce the Engli/h from. the unkind and fevere Me-- 
thods they were upon towards Scotland, than that any firm Re-- 
folutions were taken by the Scots for the purfuing of it.. I may: 
ltkewife fubjoin, That a main Reafon of its failing inthe Exe- 
cution, was the Scarcity of Money then in Scotland, to fupport: 
and proniote it, to the Degree that was neceflary again” our 
Holland Rivals; and the not inviting Foreigners to have a. Por-. 
tion in the Profit, upon their bearing a Share in the Expence. 
Wor in the ath place is it improbable but that. our Opulent: 
Neighbours the Dutch, who do in a manner wholly fubfift, as- 
well as gain fo much by fi/hing on our Seas, might bribe fome: 
ne or more great Men, imploy’d in the Head of that Concern, . 
fecretly to fupplant, and clandeftinely to’overthrow it. And’ 
to conclude this Paragraph, it: may-be farther added, That as- 
the Geniu of the Nation was not fo much excited towards - 
Trade then, asit.is mow : So the Bufinefs of Fifhery was not a: 

a Games. 
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eafily to fly at, nora Gyarry they would be prevailed upon fo 
_induitrioufly to dig in, as a Trade to the Indies and, Africa is; 

the profecution whereof will both bring more Reputation and 
Gain, than the catching of Herrimg and Cod could be fuppofed, 
either by Undertakers, Merchants, or Mariners to do, 

But fuffer me, Sir, to add, That upon .the unequal Terms 
which England and Scotland ftand toget ther, in matter of Traf- 
fick, it were better for Scotland that the two Nations fhould be 
under diftindd Kings, -as they are diftind Kingdoms, than that 

under one and the Jame Soveraign their Interefts in point of Com- 
merce, fhould be made fo inconfiftent with, and repugnant: to 
one another, as the Exgli/h will have them to be. For were 
Scotlanda Nation fubdued by the People of England, it were 
neither prudent nor fafe for them, to treat the Scots with the 
Rigour and Severity which they do, by excluding them. from all 
other Share in the Commerce of England, or with it, fave what 
they doin a manner allow to all forts of Aliens. and. Foreigners. 


Game, that a People otherwife habituated, could be gained fo. 


Nor is it unworthy of Remark, that the Romans of old carried 
for the moft part better, and behaved themfelves both more 


generoufly and gently to thofe States and Nations which they. 
conquered, than the Engh/i are willing todo to the Kingdom 
of Scotland; which befides its being under the fame King as 
they are, is as free a Nation as England it felf, and altogether 
independent uponit. For whenfoever the Romans fubdued any. 
People, unlefs they were fuch as had often revolted from, and 


rebelled againft them, they not only left them in the enjoiment: 


of all the Rights and. Liberties which they had poffeffed before, 


but they both commonly enlarged, and increafed them; and 


many times admitted thofe they had fubdued, to a Share and © 


_Participation of all the Privileges of Rome, and of the Roman 


Republick. And the more tenacious they found any People to 
be of their Liberty, and the greater Eftimate they obferved them 
to {et upon it, the more Favour and Honour they judged that 
People worthy of. _Whereof tho it were very eafy to give a 


multitude of Examples, yet for breyity’s fake, I hall affign on- 
_ Jy but one Inftance, which is that of their dealing with the Pri-, 
vernates, whom having upon a Revolt again. fubdued,. and. 
having brought fome of them into the Senate-Houfe, to re-. 


ceive 
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ceive and hear their Deftiny; they asked of them in what 
manner, “ghey would keep Peace with the Romans for the 
future, in Cafe they fhonld forgive them? And being 
(as Livy tells us). anfwered, Si benam dederitis, fidam © per- 
petuam , ft malam, baud diuturnan: That, If the Terms were 
food, they would perpetually obferve it, but if they fhould. be bad, 
they would in that cafe keep it no longer than they fhould find them- 
,lelves in a Condition with fecurity to break it. ~ With which Re- 
ply, fome of the wifeft of the Roman Senators were fo ravifhed, 
as. well as pleafed, That they cried out, Vivi, & liberi, vocem 
auditam effe; nec ullum populum, aut hominem in ea conditione, cu- 
jus cum paniteat, diutius quam neceffe fit, manfurum. That they 
bad heard the Language of a brave People, and juft Valuers of Free~ 
dom, adding, that no Nation, or particular Perfon would be willing 
to remain longer in any State or Condition that was difguftful to them, 
than until they were able to refcue and deliver themfelves. And it 
this was the Opinion of the wife Romans, in reference to a Peo- 
ple whom they had fubdued, can any that are Mafters of com- 
mon Senfe imagine, and believe that a free, uncongered, and in- 
dependent People will be contented to be deprefled by a neigh-_— 
bouring Nation, without feeking to relieve themfelves in all 
the juft and lawful Methods that lie within their Circle? To 
which might add, that there are many and fatal Examples of 
the Difcords that have arifen between Nations under the fame 
Monarch, when the one of themhas endeavoured to ingrofs and 
monopolize either the foreign, or the home Trade: of that Sove- 
raign’s Dominions, and to preclude the reft from having a due 
and equal Share in it; witnefs the Revolt of Portugal from the 
Crown of Spain, becaufe the Caftilians debarred them from all 
Share in their Trade tothe Weft-Indies. For that was the princi- 
pal Reafon (tho there were likewife fome others of a different 
kind) why the Portuguife ftruck off the Government of the King, 
of Spain, and fet up the Duke of Braganza to be their King. 
Nay, I mightalfo fubjoin how that it hath often come to pals, 
that through a Nation’s precluding even foreign States and King- 
doms, froma Share in Traffick to its own peculiar Plantations, there : 
_ hath been formed, as it were, an univerfal Confpiracy of all : 
thofe Nations, that have been thus fhut out and debarred, ei- | 
ther for the wrefting of that Trade from it, or for making it 
unpro- » 
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conprofitable and ufeleStoit. ‘The ‘firft whereof is verified in 


the Portuguife, whoarein a manner wholly beaten out of their 


walt Eaft-laudia Trade, through the Provocation they gave to — 


cother Natiens by their ftriving-to ingrofs it. Andas to the lat- 
ter, the Spaniards are now funk under the Experience of it, ‘in re+ 
lation to their Traffick to their ewn Weft-Indies, whofe Trade. 
‘hither, inftead of continuing to be beneficial tothem, ts turned 
-and improved to their Prejudice, by thofe whom they excluded« 
from all-Participation in it. How much lefs then wilkfree and 
independent Nations patiently endure, that one or two Kingdoms 
or States fhould monopolize to themfelves all the Trade to Africa, 
India and America; as likewife in effec to feveral Places of 
Europe? Yea fhould the Scors tamely acquiefce in this, all they 
would gain by their being under one and the fame Afonarch with 
the Englifh, would be to become involved in all the foreign 
‘Warsand Troubles, in which the Englifh may be at any time in- 
gaged; but to have little or no Share in the Bleflings and Be- 
nefits of its Profperity and Peace. And feeing moft of the Trade 
of Scotland lieth with neighbouring Nations, and efpecially thofe 
awhich England hath oftneft Provocation to quarrel with ; and. 
the Scots driving very little Traffick with Countries far remote 3. 
it confequently follows that upon the Commencement of a War 
with thofe adjacent States and Kingdoms, the Scors do become 
‘ina manner, fhut out'from, and deprived of all foreign Trade; 
-while in the mean time the Engli/h do continue to carry ona 
~-yvaft and Beneficial Trade to Turky, -Africk and the Eaft-Indies, as 
-wellas to and from their own American Plantations. Of which, 
asthe Kingdom of Scotland has had oftner than once the woful 
‘Experience, upon any Rupture that hath hapned between the 
Crown of England and the States of Holland, with whom, as moft 
of the Scots Trade lieth, both as to the Exportation of their Su- 
perfluities, and the Importation of what they want and need; 
fo the molt of their Traffick-hath in thofe Cafes, been wholly” 
interrupted and in a manner entirely ceafed ; while at the fame 
time the Englifh have kept up a large and beneficial Trade to other. 
placés,in which the Scots are by feveral Englifh Ads of Parliament 
debarred and precluded from all dealing. Yeathe prefent War 
with France doth, caterts paribus, more-affect Scotland, in point. 
cof Traffick, than it doth England, becaufe as thofe Productions 
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and Commodities which the Scots ufed to export thither, muft 
neceflarily lie upon their hands, through their having no other 
Place, to which to carry them; fo they muft be contented to 
want thofe French Goods which they were accuftomed to bring 
home in Lieu and Exchangeof their own ; while in the interim 
the Englifh make a fhift both to vend their Productions elfewhere, 
and to fupply:themfelves.in other Places, with what may anfwer 
thofe Commodities they ufed toimport from France. To which 
may beadded, that if Scotland remain not only under thofe Ex- 
clufions, Limitations and Reftrictions in matter of Trade, to 
which it is ftak’d down and confined by the 4&s of the Parlia- 
ment of England, for the encouraging and encreafing of Shipping and 
Navigation, and for the Encouragement of Trade, and againft the 
Insportation of foreign Cattel., but be withal difcouraged, envied, 
deprefled and counterated, when (to prevent the Violation of, 
and out of refpect to thofe Engli/b Ads ) they apply themfelves to 
a new Method and Courle of Traffick, and endeavour to fettle 
themfelves on another Bajis and Bottom of Trade than they were 
formerly accuftomed to: I fay (if thefe be the Circumftances they 
mutt abide under) the Scots inftead of being Gainers, are great Lo- 
fers by the two Kingdoms coming to be united under one Soveraiga. | 
In reference whereunto, tho I could aflign feveral Particulars, 
wherein they are thereby come to be endamaged ; yet I fhall on- i 
ly give an Inftance in one; namely, that by their Incorporation 
with England under one and the fame King, their antient, long 
and firm Alliance with France is entirely diffolved, iflued and 
comie to a final Period : Which as it had been many times of fin- 
gular advantage both to France and Scotland; fo it was of great. 
Profit, as well as Honour to the Scots, through the many fignal 
Privileges arifing from that Confederacy, which the Scots, in 
Contradiftinétion from all otber Nations, peculiarly enjoy’d, but 
are now totally loft to them. Upon which, Sir, it were not 
difficult to make thofe juftand natural Reflections, which would 
_ fhew that the prefent Conduct of the Kingdom of England to- 
wards Scotland, is not (if we will take the Opinion of the Scots ) 
fo temperate, prudent and difcreet, as might. be expected from 
a Peoplethat are fo grateful, generous and wife, as the Englifh 
have been always charactered tobe. But to prevent giving Of- 
fence, I fhall fuperfede and wave them all, and fatisfy my felf, 
D in 
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Matter worthy of the matureft Thoughts of thofe of the great- 


in that ’have by the bare mention of the laft Particular, ftarted’ 


eft Penetration, either im our Senate or out of it. And there- 


fore I fhall only, on this Topick of Difcourfe, further fub- 
join, that upon the Terms on which the Scots ftand, with rela- 
tion to all the beneficial Trade in which the Enghfh are concer- 


ned, they are not only in as bad, wet in aworfe Condition than the 
Subjects of any foreign Prince are ; becaufe that as they of a foreign: 


Kingdom or State, may for and upon their being excluded trom 
Trading into the Englifh American Piantations, Qc. make Repri- 
zals upon the Englifb,. in debarring them from the Liberty and 


Benefit of Traffick to fuch Places,: as are under the Power and: 
Jurifdidtion of thofe refpective Kingdoms and States ; and from: 


and with which they drive and purfue their moft ufeful and en- 


riching Commerce ;, fo the Subjects of foreign Princes and States. 


are through the alone Countenance, Conceffion and Authority 
of their own proper and refpective Soveraigns, always at h- 
berty to eréct and-eftablifh what Trade they pleafe, to Places e1- 
ther. unpreoccupieds. or where freedom of Commerce is allowed 


promifcuoufly, to thofe. of allCountries that fhall think fit to~ 


deal with: them :- Wherein as Foreigners fall not under the Con- 


troul of the Englifb, nor are difconraged by their Menaces, foin: 


reference. to thofe Princes and Rulers, under whom thefe Fo- 


reigners live, there is-no room to make impreffion upon them, . 


to withdraw from countenancing their own People, by the little 


Attsand the.various means-of. Influence which the Exgli/h are in. 
a Condition to ufe, and are fuppofed fometimes to practife, for: 
diverting the Kings of Great. Britain from giving that equal En-- 


couragement to the Scots, in matter of Trade, which the Peo- 
ple of England think they have a-Right both to demand and to: 


pe 


expe@, and’ which (through the Favour of the: Common Sove-- 
vaigns of both Nations) has been diftinctively vouchfafed them. 
Which leads meto the next thing’that-I.do crave the liberty to” 


jay unpartially before you.. 


Which is, that the Kingdom of Scotland is as mucti a free and’ 
independent Kingdom.as the Kingdom of England ts. Thatit is- 
neither a Subdued nor a Tributary Nation, nor in the quality of a» 


it may and dothacknowledg England to be-a more large, more - 
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populous, opulent and powerful Kingdom than it fetf, yet it is far 


from owning any Subjection or Inferiority to it. For astoall ” 


the mutual Duties and Offices, which may only argue the Efteem 
and Ref{pect which one Independent Nation yieldeth to another ; 
thefe it both confefleth to be due, and is ready to pay unto Eng- 
land: But to receive Laws from it, or yield an Obedience to 
its Authority, it neither ought to do it, nor will. And of 
how near Affinity and Alliance foever the two Kingdoms may 
be to one another, with refpect to Identity of Language, Si- 
militude of Manners, Analogy of Cuftoms, and Agreeablenefs 
of Effential Rights and Liberties, and by reafon of their being 
under one and the fame King: Yet they do neverthelefs pre- 
ferve and maintain diftinG@ and different Jurifdidions and Au- 
thorities, have feparate and independent Parliaments, and are go- 
verned by their own proper, peculiar and refpe@ive Laws, as 
if they were the Subjects of feveral Kings, and each of them 
ruled by a diftin@ Monarch. Norare the Parliaments of Scotland 


lefs the Reprefentatives of that Kingdom and People, or under - 


lefs Obligations of confulting for, and promoting the Welfare 
and Profperity of their Country, than the Parliaments of Eng- 
land are. . Neither can the Jatter comptrol or fuperfede the és 
of the former, more than the former can the Acts of the Jatter = 
For it is not with the Parliament of Scotland, as it is with that 
of Ireland; in that the Irifh Parliament have not fo much as a 
Confultatrvve Power abouta Bil, and much lefs are they cloth’d 
witha Right and Authority fo far to pafs it, as to offer it pre- 
pared and agreed upon for the Royal Affent, unlefS it hath pre- 
vioufly received the Approbation of the Privy Council of England, 
and hath been tranfmitted thither, under the Stamp and Im- 
preflion pf the Broad-Seal of England, granting them Liberty 
and . Permiffion fo to do: Whereas the Parliament of Scotland 
hath both a full.and plenary, as well as the fole Right of intro- 
ducing, moulding, preparing and pafling whatfoever Bills it 
judges to be fubfervient to the King’s Honour, adapted to the 
prefervation of the Publick Peace, and conducible to the ad- 
vancing the ‘Trade and Profperity of that Kingdom, without 
being obliged to have the leait antecedent regard to what Opi- 
nion the Privy. Council, or the Kingdom of England, either in 
its;Great Senate, or in its Inferiour Courts, may have of thofe 

b2*- Bills 
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- Bills which the Scots bring in, debate and vote in order to their 
being enafed into Laws. Nor isthe King of Great Britain un- 
der lefs Obligation, both by the Duty of his High and’ Sove- 
a» 7% reign Station, and by his Regal Oath, to feek and promote the : 
fy Good and Welfare of Scotland, than he is bound by the like . 
: Ties, to contrive and'purfue the Profperity and Happinefs of 
England. And as England doth not allow it to-fall within the 
; Circle and Verge of the Royal Authority to fuperfede, vacate : 
and difpenfe with Laws once enadeds’ So the Scots do no lefs. | 
q ~ difclaim fuch a:Prerogative in the Soveraign, efpecially with re- 
fpe& to beneficial Laws; and fuch-as are’ of: a civil and political. 
Nature: Yea, they have as much blamed and’withftood all Pre- 
tenfions of their Monarchs, of’ difpenfng with Laws that are pe-- | 
nal, and about Religious and Ecclefiaftical Matters, as the Eng- 
lifh themfelves-have done ; tho'poflibly they have both with{tood 
that Claim of their Kings, as much to their own Damage, and’ 
the Prejudice of their true Interéfis; as-to the Re/hramt upon,. 
and Diminution of the Regal Prerogative. And then as for that. 
Right, commonly granted tobe refident inthe Kings of Great-. 
Britain; and to be an Incident infeparable from the Soveraigns- 
ty, of puttinga: Negative (whenfoever they judg it neceflary) : 
on Parliamentary Bills, it is the fame in whofoever is King of. 
thefe two Kingdoms, in reference to England, that it is to’Scot- 
land. Andwhatfoever Limitations are conceived by the Englifh 
to lie wpon the Prerogative of our Monarchs, as to their giving a 
a Negative.to Bills of Right; and fuch as are of a National Utility, 
: the Scots do plead’the fame Reftridions to be upon the Soveraign 
! Power, inreferenceto Bills, claiming either the Confirmation 
of antient Legal Privileges, or containing and making Provifion’ 
of fuch greater or lefler National Benefits, which (without: ex- 
tream Prejudice to their publick:and* general Intereft} they 
i - cannot be: without, nor account: themfelves either: Happy or” 
| Eafy, through'the want of their pafling into Laws. So that,. 
’ Sir, this being the Nature, Frame and Conftitution of ‘the Go- 
vernment of Scotland, and a true and juft’ Account of the: Jurif-- 
dition, Power and Authority of: the Parliaments of that King- 
dom: 1 do notfee why the Scots (while they do nothing that: 
interferes with their Allegiance to the King, or that:doth: lie in 
the leaft repugnancy.to the two Kingdoms remaining united under: 
hh one. 
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ane Monarch, or that importeth fo much as Shadow of Hojiility 
againft England) may not confult, contrive and enact Lams 
for the promoting their own Good and Profperity, without re- 
garding whether fuch Laws do either immediately, or in the 
remote Confequences of them, leflen and prove fomewhat preju~ 
dicial to the Trade and Opulency of England. Nor can the 
Englifh juftly complain of, or blame this Condué of the Scots,. 
confidering what they have fo often done themfelves, for the 
advancing their own Traffick and Wealth, not only without re- 
f{pecting whether the Methods, in which they did it, might not 
be prejudicial to the Scots Nation, but both under an apparent 
profped that it would ixfallibly be fo; and upon the Influence: 
‘of thofe Motives, which directly imported that what they did, 
fhould unavoidably be to the Damage of Scotland, by deprefling 
it, and keeping it impotent and indigent. And fo justifiable as’ 
well as lawful, the Englifh judged this manner of procedure to- 
wards the Scots to be, that they, have adapted it for one of the: 
Maxims of the Politicks of England, that in order to render 
this Kingdom Honourable; Potent and Wealthy, Scotland mult 
by all imaginable Means be kept’ Weakand Poor, and there-- 
upon contemptible. Nor hath this been lefs the Confequence and: 
BffeGs. than it was the projected and. defigned- End of thofe 
Englifo Laws, bearing the Titles which I have formerly men- 
tioned :. So that upom Suppofition that the late Scots Ad’ was 
made not only under View, but out of Intention of le/fening and 
abridging the Trade of England, by means of extending and en? 
larging the Traffick of Scotland , yet it is no more but meting 
to the Englifb, as they have meafured to the Scots; and it is’ 
but drawing them a Copy of what was an Original of their own. 
To which I fhall only add on this‘Head, that there never was a- 
Nation that was independent upon another, (under whatfoever. 
Incorporations, Gonfederacies-and Unions they might otherwife 
be) that did ever neglect, departfrom, or forbear the endea- 
youring the Advancement of its own Benefit and Reputation in” 
the World, meerly becaufe the Confequence and Effect thereof: - 

might be the leffening the Profit, and obftructing the growing 
and menacing Power’ and» Opulency of another Nation; by. 
which it was overshadowed and deprefled... 
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“Which conduéteth me, Sir, to the next thing, which J hall 


‘prefume to lay before you, namely how much, many of your 
great People, through denying themfelves liberty to think, as 
wellas of your forty thoufand Pound Men of the Afob at Garra= 


ways, (to whom God hath given Riches for denying them Un- 
derftanding and good Nature) are miftaken, fir/t_in believing 
themifelves, and then in attempting to impofe their belief upon 
others, that the Scots Ad for the Erecting of a-Company to 
trade to Africa and the Eajt-Indies, will be of prejudice to the 
Kingdom ot England, and to the Commerce and Traffick thereof. 


_ Whereas upon the Ufe of all the Senfe I have, ‘and after the out- 


moft exercife of that reafonable Faculty which God hath given 
me, I am fo far from being of their Mind, that I do judg no- 


thing to beymore calculated and adapted for the Advantage of 
this Kingdom, than the Effablifhment of that Company is; and 
that the obftructing the Execution of that Scots A&¢, will be 


of fatal Confequence to England, and efpecially to their Socie- 
ties trading to Africa and the Eajt-Indies , feeing this Company 
which the Scots are eftablifhing, is not to drive a Traffick with 
fome little I/and, or diminutive Place, where all the Trade is 
already preoccupy’d, engrofs’d’ and monopolized, but it is to 
carry ona Commerce on two vaft Continents, and all their adjacent 
Iflands, where (befides what is already entered upon and pof- 
fefled by the Englifh) there are many large Territories, for others 
to occupy and found a Traffick in, and thefe no lefs fertile in Pro- 
ductions and Manufactures, fit to be imported into Europe, and 
there vended and difpofed to great Profit, than they are wil- 
ling, inclinable and prepared to take of what we can export 


‘unto them, of both Kinds of our own. Indeed were the Scots 
A framed and intended to worm and fupplant the Exgh/h out 


of thofe Shares of the Indian and African Trades, of which they 


are poflefled, or to drive them from their Forts and Fadories, I~ 


do-think he fhould not have Englifh Blood in his Veins, who 


would not warmly refent the Defign, and endeavour not only to 


prevent the Execution of it, but to revenge the Attempt upon 
thofe that have projected it. But as the Scots have no intention 
of making the leaft Encroachments upon the Engli/b, in any of 
thofe particular Places where they have eftablifhed a Commerce < 


— Soit will be both for the Honour of Great-Britain, and prove 
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| a | Ce) | 
exceeding contributory to the Opulency of England, as. well as | 
of Scotland, to get a larger Share of the African and Eaft- India | 
Trades into their joint and affociated Hands, than the two Com- | 
panies of England of thofe Denominations trading thither, have : 
| 


been hitherto able to compafs and obtain, or can be in a Condi- 
tion fingly to carry.on and fupport. seeing as it may be done 
without the ome?s encroaching upon, or interfering with the 
other there 5 fo there is Veat in. Europe for more Eaft-India Goods 
than both the Nations can import and bring from thence, were P 
the Stocks of each of them larger, and their Trades more flou- i | 
rifhing than that of the one ever was, or than there is any pro= 
{pect that either of them will at any. time hereafter come to be. 
And while feveral other Nations (betwixt whom and England 
there are none.of the Obligations .of Friendthip, mutual Aid, 
and Afliftance which are between the Englifh and the Scots ) are 
endeavouring to eltablifh, prontote and fupport Trades-both to - 
“Africa andthe Eaft-Indies, it is matter of Wonder and Sur- | 
prize, that the Engli/h fhould rather defire to have the Fr to 
Danes, Brandenburgers, &c. become Partakers and Sharers in: | 
thofe Trades, and with as large Privileges and Immunities as any - 
mentioned in the Northern Ad, than that the Scots fhould have - 
any Portion in them ; which would provoke fome, that arenot . 
very ready to entertain Jealoufies, to think that notwithf{tand- - 
ing the two Kingdoms have been fo long under the fame Sove-- 
raign, and have lived in the mutual Exercifes of many Offices 
which had an exterior thew of Friendfhip, that yet after all 
there remaineth too much of the antient National Pique: And.- 
God grant that it-arrive notat lat tova Rupture, andtherenpon*® — 
to fuch an Enmity as ufeth to be the Effect of Strife and Dif 
cord, when thofe that have been: Friends, and fuppofed to lie 
in one anothers Bofom, come to quarrel and fall out. Nor is it 
unworthy of Remark, how that in Edward the Confeffor’s Days... 
the Amity between thefe two Nations was fo warm and feeming- . 
ly indifloluble, that (notwithftanding their being under diffe: 

_ tent Monarchs) that good King would not fuffer the Scots to be: 
{tiled nor accounted Aliens, and much lefs to be treated as fuch,. 
(as fome of late, in Contempt as well as Negleét of their being 
under ove Soveraign, have been endeavouring they fhould) which: 
yetfoon after (upon ‘Motives which I hall not now mention) - 

: if not-. 
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not only grew cold, but became exchanged into that mutual 
Hatred, which many Ages could not allay, nor thofe Seas of © 
Blood, thed in their Wars againft one another, totally and fi- 
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hi nally extinguifh, until by the Wife and Gracious Providence of 
_ God, they became the Subjects of one andthe fame King; and - 

oo | inftead of continuing to be diftinguifhed by the Titles of the 

, Kingdoms of England and Scotland, which had been the Badges 

i of their Variance, they grew fo.far united into one Adonarchy, as 

) to be denominated by the jfile of Great-Britam, which is equal- 

| ~ ly applicable unto, and comprehends both. “Yo which allow me 

A to add, that the Dutch having.already poflefled themfelves of the 

_ moft beneficial Parts of the African, as well as of the Eaft-India 

| Trades, and having not only raifed themfelves to wonderful 
it Grandure and Opulency in the Indies, but attained to that So- _ 

| veraignty of Power, as both to give Laws to moft of the Prin- 

4 ces of thofe Eaftern Dominions, and tomake Depredations and 

i Encroachments upon, and fubdue and difpoflefs whom they 

‘i pleafe ; it is matter of great Amazement, that the Englifh 

i {hould not be willing to admit the Scots to eftablifh a Trade to 

E the Eaft-Indies, if it were but that by their jorming, and uniting 

g. their Force and Power with that of the Engli/h, the Dutch may 

a be refifted and withftood in thofe Invafions and Rapines which 

\ they are inclinable enough to commit upon the Engli/h. And there 

Ah is reafon to expect that England, even through the Advice of 

| their own Eajt-India-Company, fhould encourage the Scots in 


what they are attempting, rather than to obftruad and dif- ‘ 
hearten them, confidering what the Duich, by Force as well as 
Fraud, have wrefted from and difpofleffed the Englifh of; and — : 
that chiefly through their want of fufficient Numbers of Men : 
in the Eaft-Indies, to protect and defend their Forts, Factories 
and Plantations, with which Scotland can both eafily and abun- 
dantly furnifh them, if the late 4¢ of that Kingdom, for erect- 
ingan Eajt-IndiaCompany, obtain and have the Succefs that is 
defigned by it, and meet not with Oppo/stion from thofe, whofe 
true Intereft it is to further and promote it. Concerning which 
AG and Company it was enacted to givean Eftablifhment unto, I 
will affume the liberty further to fay, that the one feems 
framed, and the other erected under view, and with an Inten- 
tion of as much Advantage to accrue to England, as what Scot- 
ee a: land 
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dandit lf propofeth to gain, or can have any profpedt of. For 
ae as a full Moiety, if not two Thirds, deligned to be raifed upon 
_- the Encouragement and inthe Execution of that 4, will Cor 


cae at leaft may) be the Money of Englifh-men, continuing to live. 
- - and refidein this Kingdom: So the Profit that arifeth from the 7. 


~ management of the Scots Stock, will (in proportion thereunto) 
fall to the Engh/b, and become a Part of their Capital. So that 
befides the Satisfation which (by this Means) will be given to 

- many Englifb, who have been difcontented, through their want ~ 
of Shares inthe Eaft-India Company of England, and have there- 
fore run upon Interloping, (which this will alfo put a Period to) 
molt of all the Gaimariling by the Trade of the Scots Company, 
will center in. England, and in time add greatly to the Treafure 
of this Kingdom. Which Benefit being ational and Univertal, 
may be accounted more than a Compenfation for any Damage, 
that the Scots Eaft-India Company can be fuppofed to do to the 
Englifh Corporation of that Denomination. And forafmuch as 
the Northern Society cannot prejudice their Sourbern Neighbours 
in the Vent of their Commodities, either as to what the Scots 
_-themfelves ufed to take off, nor in what they ufed to difpofe 
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elfewhere ; feeing that as the greateft Part, if not the whole | | ; 
Indian Goods that have been confumed in Scotland, were ufually 
brought in and imported from Ablland, where they are pur- | 


chafed cheaper than they can be in England: So the Englifh 
‘Company can be no ways prejudiced, in relation to thole Iucian 
Commodities which they have hitherto difpofed elfewhere in 
any Parts of Europe; Becaufe that as thefe Foreign Countries are 
ready to take off and confume more than both the Engii/h and 
Scots Companies can furnifh them with, it will likewife be many 
Years before the Scots Company (by reafon both of the vait 
Charge they muft be at, in fettling their Trade, and the many. 
Difficulties and Lofles incident to Beginners) can be ina Condi- 
tion to under-fell the Englifh, whichis the only way they can be 
imagined to have, of worming the Englifh out of the Yentand 
_ Gale of their Commodities: So that the whole Prejudice which - 
an be fuppofed to befal the Englith Eajt-India Company, 

" through the Execution of the Scots 4, refolves it felt into the 

~ Immunity of the Scots from paying Cu/foms for 21 Years, while - 

the Englifh remain all that while a fucha Tribute, Taxand 


¢ 


lm 0= 
% f 
2 se ; 
4 ie . ha 
ee Meee: hig i { wi : i i : ‘ ‘ ped 
Vas tenrs SOE eae Owes Tenens nw en ew ane” Wire tainly aN cll el Oe tide a mondinniScabeinidisetieosdcasmaensr imal aan eisai icad cinemas nn 


AT TG SNOT WI gH Nel Io kin a ee Me. Sa Agere SIT Ti —— - s ae THR baer 
wie PER at Mr WsaP gOS TOMI E SCN De RET el eI TELE LETT PERLE RIEL CPR he 


ty Pres ats Seen ee” q eh dy = . P 
ry So e ce Pas AY eat it SP os Ao Piri we Pet rd he a - — saan 
Geos: Z ene Bee: Sh omits nares OPN: Se BEN ee is Nah SOP LRT 
RN 5) GEER OSE ete RE SEN ODS OE a eed 


bre AIA he AIS EL NAS ET AVI eee NS Cae ea 


aoreal | 


| | OE it Ri ae 
Fmpofition: which, Sir, fuffer me tofay, is nota Matter of 
‘that Importance, as to deferve atl the Noife that is made about 
‘the Scots Company. Andtholbenot fo much a Philofopber, as 


H either to file at the feeing an _Afs eat Thiflles, or at the be- 
i holding a Gown-man of 70 reading a Madrigal with his SpeéFactes 
a on; yet! can hardly forbear laughing to find a Nation that is. 

| called: Wife, and which really is fo, to fill both the Kingdom, — 
= and the adjacent Parts of the World, with Clamour and Twat- 
tle, becaufe the Englifh Eaft-India Company pays Cujtoms for - 
>» © all it imports from thence, while the Scots are fora few Years 
to be exempted from it; but who are during that time to be at 
a the Expefhce of doublethe Value of that Impofition in the ne- 

i ceflary Charges they muft be at, in the erecting Forts and efta- 
“p blifhing Fa@ories, and towards the fettling of their Trade, to 
Mom make it pradicableas well as fafe: Which if they prove fo for- 

aa a As tunate as to compafs.and effect,‘ they will not only after the Ex- 
ts piration of that Term of Years, be contented to be liable to 
Eis pay Cujtoms ; but that Kingdom may in that time, by the Means 
a of their acquired and improved Trade, be in a Condition to 
; contribute more; both to the Support of the Civil Government of 
_ _ thefe Nations; and to the defraying of the Charges of any War, 
a which.the Kingdoms may.come to be engaged in, than they have 
it _ hitherto been ina Capacity to do, and thereby lefien the Expen- 
he  fes of England, greatly beyond what they are for 21 Years to 
‘| be excufed from in Cuftoms. : rept re ete 
t Sir, before I eafe you of the Trouble which I have given you, 1 
‘| fhould lay under your View the feveral Ways and ethods which 
ae your Houfe,as well as the Houfe of Peers, are taking to defeat the © 
_ ‘Defign of the Scots 4G, and fhould make thofe Reflections 'up- ~ 


on them which are juft and natural, as well asobvious. Butthe 
whole Procedure in that Matter being fomewhat extraordinary, 
I fhall not venture upon it, feeing it.cannot be done as it ought, 
with that Refpect and Reverence which is due to fuch awful 
and auguft Bodies. And therefore all I will fay, fhallbe only | 
thefe two Things: Firft, That the two Houfes feem to contri- . 
bute fully as much to’ the Intereft and Reputation of the Scots 
Company, asthe Parliament of that Kingdom has done in giving — 
it being, by thinking it worthy of fo much of their Notice, Time | 
and Debate,as they have beftowed upan.it ; efpecially at this Sea- 
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' fon, when their. whole Time and utmoft Abilities are little. 


enough to be imployed in the redreffing the Grievances, of ee | i 
own Country, and in finding out Ways and Jdeans for carrying 
on the War againft France, and for enabling the King to touch 


that Foreign Monarch in the fenfible Part. For, believe me, Sir, _ , 
the generality of Mankind have conceived a greater Efteem for . By 
the Scots Eaft-India Company, and have entertained more fa 
~~ vourable Thoughts of its Succefs than otherwife they would, 
~meerly from the Fealoufies you have expreit, and the Oppofition 


youare giving unto #. Andthen, fecondly, That all the Ways | | : 
and Methods you have hitherto fallen upon for the obitru- 
Ging the Execution of the Scots Ad, and the giving Difeou- q : 


ragement to their Trade to Africa and the Eaft-Indies, is per- 

- fectly.a Confpiracy, againft your felves, and the carrying on a 
Plot to endamage and mifchieve England - For do you think, Sir, | 
that by forbidding any of the Subjects of England.to build Ships. 
for, or to fell to the Scots fuch as are built already, you will 

_ difable and. incapacitate them from proceeding in their Under- 
taking? feeing they may buy of the Aollanders as many as they 

will, and of what Bulk they pleafe, and at cheaper Rates than 
they could do here. So that this, inftead of being an Ob- 
ftruGtiion to the Scots, will. only injure your felves, and’ be- — 

_ nefitthe Dutch. And then as for the prohibiting any of the 
Subjects of England to become Partners in the Scots Stock 5 as 
it will tempt many of your wealthy People to leave England 
and to-withdraw to Scotland, which few Men (out of meer 
fondnefs to their Country) will forbear to do, when their 
Intereft tempts them to it; fo the Scots cannot want enough 
-. of other Nations to become Partners in. their Stock and 
. Trade, upon the Englifh declining of it. And as hundreds | 
of the Dutch particularly, will both greedily and thankfully 
embrace the Propofal; foI dread to mention the Confequen- _ | 
ces which may enfue upon fuch a Conjunction between the | | 
Scots andthem. Nor will I call over the other Methods you - | 
have been upon for fruftrating the Scots Attempt in the E- 
rection of an Eajt-India Compahy, becaufe the very mention- 

-ing of them would be to expofe them, which the great Ho- 

nour that I bear for thofe 4ffemblios at. Weftminjter, will not 
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